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                                                First Sunday in Advent 

                                  
 

  Welcome & Greeting                                         Pastor Kirk Triplett 

 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 

 
Opening Song                           (Ephesians 4:19-20; 5:19, Colossians 3:16)  
 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
 

Verse 1 
It came upon a midnight clear that glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold 
Peace on the earth good will to men from heaven's all gracious King 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing 
 

Verse 2 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled 
And still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world 
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing 
 

Verse 3 
And you beneath life's crushing load whose forms are bending low 
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow 
Look now for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing 
Oh rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing 

 
 
 

 



   Invocation                                   (Matthew 28:19;  2 Corinthians 13:14) 
 

   Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
   Congregation: Amen 
 

Confession 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is  
              not in us.                                                                     (1 John 1:8) 
 

Congregation: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,  
              will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
                                                                                                                       (1 John 1:9) 

                        

                                            Time for Reflection 

 

   

   Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

   All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and  
          unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
          by what we have done and by what have we have left undone. We  
          have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our  
          neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal  
          punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on  
          us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your  
          will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 
   Absolution                              (Psalm 103:8-12; 1 Timothy 1:15-16) 
 

    Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and  
                    for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called servant of the  
                    Word I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
                    Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

    Congregation: Amen. 

 
    Kyrie 
 

    Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
    Congregation: Lord, have mercy. 
 

    Leader: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to  
                   the Lord. 
    Congregation: Lord, have mercy.              (continued on next page) 
 



   Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the  
                  Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
   Congregation: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and  
               praise let us pray to the Lord. 
Congregation: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Congregation: Amen 

  
  “ This is the Feast”      
 

   This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
    Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
    whose blood set us free to be people of God.  
    This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
    Power, riches, wisdom and strength,  
    and honor, blessing, and glory are his.  
    This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
    Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:     
    Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever Amen  
    This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
    For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
    This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

The Collect (Prayer) of the Day 
 
 

Pastor: Let us pray together: 
 

All: Faithful God, whose mercies are new to us every morning, we  
       humbly pray that you look upon us in mercy and renew us by your  
       Holy Spirit; keep safe our going out and our coming in and let your  
       blessing remain with us throughout this day; preserve us in your  
       righteousness and grant us a portion in that eternal life which is in  
       Christ Jesus; through whom be glory and praise to you and the Holy  
       Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

          
 
 



   The Word of God                           (2 Timothy 3:16; Colossians 3:16) 

 

   Old Testament Reading       Isaiah 64:1-9      Read by Lara Triplett 
 

1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
    that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2  as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4 From of old no one has heard 
    or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, 
    who acts for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
    those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 
    in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls upon your name, 
    who rouses himself to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
    and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8 But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 
    and remember not iniquity forever. 
    Behold, please look, we are all your people. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.  
   Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
      



  Epistle Reading      1 Corinthians 1:3-9         Read by Lara Triplett 
 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in 
him in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about 
Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any 
gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will 
sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God 
is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
   All Sing: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of                     

                  eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

   Announcement of the Gospel:   Mark 11:1-10 
 

   All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

   Gospel Reading           
 

1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, 
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus[a] sent two of his disciples 2 and said to 
them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it 
you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring 
it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has 
need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 And they went away 
and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied 
it. 5 And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the colt?” 6 And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let 
them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, 
and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9 And those who 
went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom 
of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
    All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A1-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24635a


   Hymn of the Day        “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 

Verse 1 
O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight 
 

Verse 2 
For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above 
While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King and peace to men on earth 
 

Verse 3 
How silently how silently the wondrous gift was giv'n 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav'n 
No ear may hear His coming but in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in 
 

Verse 4 
O holy Child of Bethlehem descend on us we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in be born in us today 
We hear the Christmas angels their great glad tidings tell 
O come to us abide in us our Lord Emmanuel 
O come to us abide in us our Lord Emmanuel 

 
   Sermon                                     (2 Timothy 3:16, 4:2; Acts 2:42) 
 

   Sermon Title            “The Joy of Advent”              Pastor Kirk Triplett                       

 
  Nicene Creed   (1 Timothy 1:18-19; 2 Timothy 3:14)        
 

   All:     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and   
   earth and of all things visible and invisible.   
 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,      
   begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,     
   very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with  
   the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our  
   salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit  
    

                                                                         (continued on next page) 



   of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us  
   under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he  
   rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and  
   sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he will come again with glory  
   to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.                                                               
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who  
   proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son  
   together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I  
   believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one  
   Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the  
   dead and the life of the world to come. Amen  
 
 

 
   Prayers of the Church                  (Galatians 6:1-2; 1 Timothy 2:1) 
 

       After each petition: Pastor: Lord, in your mercy 
                                          Congregation: Hear our prayer 
 

     We Pray for:           
 

• Greg (Barb’s son) – at home recovering from a fall  

• Robert (Phyllis’ grandson) – Cancer free but still having 
other complications                               

• Patti  – recovering from surgery 

• Those battling ongoing health issues – Dale, John, Jerry 

• Those battling cancer – Tasha, Debbie, Marty, Derek, Ella, 
Sandra, Alice and Sue’s father                                          

• Hawthorne Middle School 

• Camp Perkins and Staff 

• Our Nation 
 

  Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  
               trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
  All: Amen 
 

    
 
 



Preface 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times  
             and in all places give thanks to you holy Lord, almighty Father,  
             everlasting God, because you have mightily governed and  
             protected your holy Church, which the blessed apostles and  
             evangelists instructed in your divine and saving truth. Therefore,  
             with angels and archangels and with the company of heaven we  
             laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and  
             saying: 
 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are  
       full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.   
       Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the  
       highest. 
 
Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had  
             mercy on us children of men and given your only-begotten Son  
             that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal  
             life. We give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for  
             us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts that  
             he may establish in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to  
             remember our Redeemer and receive him who comes to us in his  
             body and blood. 
 
 

   The Lord’s Prayer                                                           (Matthew 6:9) 
   

    All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy  
            kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give  
            us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
            forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
            temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and  
            the power and the  glory forever and ever. Amen 



Words of Institution   (Matthew 26:26-27; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20) 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

GIVING OF THE PEACE 
 

Agnus Dei                                                            (John 1:29; Luke 17:13)  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
   Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace 

 
Gather at the Lord’s Table             (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42) 

 
“Thank the Lord”   
 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise tell everyone what He has done 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
With shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia 

 
 
Pastor: Let us pray: 
 

All: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us  
       through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy  
       you would strengthen us through the same faith toward you and in  
       fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son,  
       our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God,  
       now and forever. 

 
 
 

     Benediction                           (Numbers 6:22; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 
 

    Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to    
                   shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His    
                   countenance upon you and give you peace.  
    All:  Amen 

 



  Closing Song      “Joy to the World” 
 

Verse 1 
Joy to the world the Lord has come let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room and heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing and heaven and heaven and nature sing 
 

Verse 2 
Joy to the world the Savior reigns let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods rocks hills and plains repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy Repeat repeat the sounding joy 
 

Verse 3 
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love and wonders wonders of His love 

 
 
 
 

   Dismissal                                             (Romans 5:1; Romans 12:1) 
 

    Pastor: Now go in peace, serve the Lord. 
    All:        Thanks be to God! 
 

                         
    
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                     Announcements                                
• Adult Bible Study 9am – We are studying the Small Catechism.  

• Kids Sunday School at 9am  

• Praise Night tonight at 5:00pm 

• Man Monday’s are on break until January 11th  

• Tuesdays – Women’s Quilting at 10am at the church. The ladies 
will be taking a break from December 8th thru January 2021. 

• Thursdays – Men’s Coffee from 8 to 9:30am at the church 

• This Wednesday, December 2nd -  Advent Mid-Week Family 
Services Begin at 7:00pm. This is a great opportunity to enhance 
the true reason for the season. There will be no soup suppers. 

• Saturday, December 5th – Ladies Christmas Tea at 2:00pm - This is 
a great time to celebrate and enjoy fellowship. All women are 
invited; moms are encouraged to bring their daughters of any age. 
It is important that we know how many to plan for during this time 
of social distancing. Please let Lara know if you will be attending. 

• Voter’s Meeting, December 13th after the service – We will be 
presenting the Church Budget for 2021. Please plan on attending. 

• Wednesday, December 23rd – Christmas Program “ The Gift of 
God: Jesus” at 7:00pm. This will be a great evening of music and 
drama. 

• Thursday, December 24th – Christmas Eve Service – This year we 
will be offering 2 services at 5:00pm and 7:00pm. We look forward 
to celebrating with your families and sharing the joy of Jesus! 

• Christmas Tree for Those  in Need – There is a Christmas tree in the 
back of the church that contains tags with items listed on them that 
are needed by local children. Please take a tag, purchase the 
item(s) listed, wrap them and return them to the church by 
December 16th. This is a great outreach for our community, please 
consider participating. 

 

       If you have a pastoral need you may contact Pastor Kirk Triplett at    
       kirk@faithpocatello.org or 530-306-0712. 
 

       Kirk’s office hours this week are: 
       Monday: 9:30am – 4:30pm        
       Tuesday: 12:45pm – 5:30pm   
       Wednesday: 9:00am – 4:00pm 
       Thursday: 9:00am -  12:45pm 
       Friday and Saturday: By Appointment               


